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Mashhad University of Medical Sciences (MUMS)
Department of English Language
	Title: General English
	Field and Level of Study: Medical Physics (MSc)

	Time: Saturdays (14-16 pm)
	Credit: 2

	Semester: Fall, 2023
	Lecturer: Mostafa Amiri (PhD in TEFL)

	Lecturer’s e-mails: mu1amiry@gmail.com & amirim@mums.ac.ir 
	Office Hours: Based on the Free Time in the Lecturer’s Schedule and by Appointment


I. General Goal
The course is designed to improve the attendee’s reading comprehension ability of specialized texts, grammar and vocabulary knowledge, searching materials, and using scientific sources. 
II. Specific Objectives
The students should be able to …
· identify clauses and sentences

· identify the subject and predicate in a sentence
· recognize the noun clauses

· recognize the dangling structures

· identify the adjective phrases and clauses

· recognize the topic sentence in a paragraph

· identify kinds of paragraphs

· identify the paragraph hook
· recognize and use cohesive and discoursal devices in medical texts (Transitions)
· scan and skim a text to find out the main ideas and details
· analyze complex sentences to understand their meaning
· learn passive and active sentences
· name the types of abstract

· name the parts of an abstract

· name the parts of an article

· read and understand upper intermediate to advanced medical texts in English and Persian
· learn and use reading strategies

· read and understand the articles in the field in English and Persian
· look up articles and other scientific materials in their field

III.  The Scoring System

	Item
	Percent
	Point(s)
	Date
	Time

	Active Class Participation
	30%
	4
	During the course
	

	Homework
	10%
	2
	During the course
	

	Midterm Exam*
	20%
	4
	1402/08/
	

	Final Exam*
	50%
	10
	1402/10/
	

	Total
	100%
	20*
	
	


*It is based on what has been covered.
*Attendance, active participation in class discussions, Qs & As, and doing homework will be considered positively in students’ overall evaluation.
IV. Course Requirements
Each student is required to observe the training regulations as follows:

· Following good ethics

· Participating in classes actively
· Reading the assigned texts and doing the related exercises before attending classes
· Completing homework provided through the NAVID system
V. Teaching Methods
· Lecturing

· Seminar

· Self-directed Learning

· Group Discussion
VI. Main References
1) Arnaudet, M. L. (1981). Paragraph Development: A guide for students of English as a second language. N.J. Prentice-Hall Inc.
2) Reid, J. M. (1982). The Process of Composition. London: Prentice-Hall Inc.
3) Read and Practice, Shomoossi et al, (2020), Mashhad, Tak Publication Company.

4) Frank, M, (Latest Edition). Modern English (Part II), Sentences and Complex Structures. New York, Prentice Hall.

5) Jafarpour, A., Sadighi, F., Tahriran, M. H. (Latest Edition). A Basic Course in Reading English.

6) A TOEFL Coursebook. Longman Paper-Test TOEFL. 
7) Articles in English related to Medical Physics (2021, onward) by non-Iranian authors and published in American and European journals 
8) Special texts in English related to medical physics

VII. Further Reading

9) Bowker, N. (2007). Academic writing: A guide to tertiary level writing. 

10) Bailey, S. (2017). Academic writing: A handbook for international students. Routledge. 

11) American Psychological Association. (2010). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
12) Frank, M. (Latest Edition) Modern English: A Practical Guide. New York.
13) مدیری، احمد حسین. گرامر کامل زبان انگلیسی. تهران: امیر کبیر، 1365.

General English Course Plan
The First Semester (Fall), 1402-1403
	Week
	Subject
	Session Objectives

	Week 1
	Introduction, Structure of an Article; Types of an Abstract
	Introducing the course: Structure of an Article; Types of an Abstract

	Week 2
	Clauses and sentences

Subject and predicate in a sentence
	Identifying clauses and sentences

Identifying the subject and predicate in a sentence

	Week 3
	Noun clauses
Dangling structures
	Recognizing the noun clauses

Recognizing the dangling structures

	Week 4
	Adjective phrases and clauses
Passive and active sentences
	Identifying the adjective phrases and clauses

Learning passive and active sentences

	Week 5
	The topic sentence in a paragraph
Kinds of paragraphs
	Recognizing the topic sentence in a paragraph

Identifying kinds of paragraphs

	Week 6
	The techniques of support for a paragraph
	Identifying the techniques of support for a paragraph

	Week 7
	The techniques of support for a paragraph
	Identifying the techniques of support for a paragraph

	Week 8
	Paragraph hook,
Cohesive and discoursal devices in medical texts (Transitions)
	Identifying the paragraph hook

Recognizing and using cohesive and discoursal devices in medical texts (Transitions)

	Week 9
	Complex sentences/phrases to understand their meaning
	Analyzing complex sentences/phrases to understand their meaning

	Week 10
	Upper intermediate to advanced medical texts in English and Persian
	Reading and understanding upper intermediate to advanced medical texts in English and Persian

	Week 11
	Reading strategies

The articles in the field in English and Persian
	Learning and using reading strategies

Reading and understanding the articles in the field in English and Persian

	Week 12
	Scanning and skimming a text to find out the main ideas and details
	Explaining scanning and skimming a text to find out the main ideas and details

	Week 13
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points

	Week 14
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points

	Week 15
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points
	Working on an Article, focusing on the problematic points

	Week 16
	Concluding Remarks
	Conclusion

	Week 17
	FINAL EXAM
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